
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 
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September Sermon Series 
 

• Sept. 3    Risking the Next Step  

   Philippians 1:3-11 

   

• Sept. 10  Keeping It Simple   

   Mark 12:28-34 

 

• Sept. 17         The Sh’rma 

   Mark 12:28-34, Deuteronomy 6:4-12 

 

• Sept. 24  The Golden Rule 

   Mark 12:28-34, Leviticus 19:15-18 

  

Regular schedule resumes Sunday 
Sept. 10th!  9 and 11 am 
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Remembering September 

 

“Try to remember the kind of September 

When life was slow and oh, so mellow. 

Try to remember the kind of September 

When grass was green and grain was yellow…” 

 

You might recognize these lyrics from “Try to Remember,” the most memorable song from the 1960 musical 

The Fantasticks.  Written by Harvey Schmidt and Tom Jones, it’s the world’s longest running musical ever, 

with the show's original off-Broadway production running a total of 42 years and 17,162 performances! 

 

What Septembers do you remember?  Many of us have memories of back-to-school days in childhood, or 

taking our own children or grandchildren to the first day of school.  September brings us back to school and 

ushers us back into a normal schedule, as the endless days of summer transition into the equilibrium of fair 

days and crisp autumn nights.  Since 2001, September has brought with it a moment of remembrance on the 

11th day of the month.  This year we will continue to remember.  And to pray. 

 

This year at North Creek, we’ll do some remembering on Sundays in a sermon series and a special adult 

education course.  Our sermon series will focus our attention on remembering Jesus’ powerful words about 

loving God and loving people, often referred to as “The Jesus Creed.”  Our Sunday Adult class will help us 

remember the Protestant Reformation, in the year of the 500th Anniversary of the beginning of Luther’s 

movement, a movement that would ultimately give birth to the faith we embrace as Presbyterians. 

 

This will be a September to remember! 

 

Joyfully in Christ, 

 

Pastor Kurt 

 



 

 

Ahoy Mateys! We  Need Pirates! 
We are looking for swashbucklers for Saturday, 

September 16 to help out with an event for our 

partners at Eagle Wings Ministry, who serve special 

needs clients and their caretakers. Help is needed 

with decorations, food, entertaining guests, dancers 

& clean up. The event  is  from 1:30-7 pm. If you want 

to climb aboard and lend a hand, contact Kate Paris at  

206-446-8509 or katherine_r_beyer@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New Greeters 
We are looking to add a few more people to serve as 

Sunday greeters for the Fall Quarter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It makes a big difference in our ability to present a 

welcoming atmosphere for our members, regular 

attenders and those who are first time visitors. You 

pick the days and times you would like. If you are 

interested or have questions, email Linda Carson at 

carsonlinda60@gmail.com.  

 

Two Services Resume Sept. 10 
Along with changing leaves and shorter days, one sign 

of fall for the 

North Creek 

family is our 

return to two 

services on 

Sundays.  

We will resume 

our regular 

schedule for 

Sunday worship 

beginning Sept. 10. In case summer has been so crazy 

you forgot how it works, we will have one service at 9 

a.m. and another at 11 a.m. If you show up at our 10 

a.m. summer worship time you will either be very late 

or very early.  

Soccer Goals 
Our NCPC Children’s Ministry is interested in getting 

involved with local soccer leagues.  

Plans are in the very early stages, but if your children 

or friends of your children play in an area soccer 

league we would love to know which one.  

Contact Children’s Ministry Director Nathan Wagner 

at nathan@northcreekpres.org with any tips!  
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Children’s Ministry Fall Newsletter 

     Somehow or another the fall season is already upon us.  Along with that fall season comes the 

return of a more normal and structured schedule for many families. That is true with Children’s 

Ministry at NCPC as well.  Over the summer we had a special combined Sunday School series where 

children met together either in a Preschool and Kindergarten class or a 1st-5th grade class.  We learned  

all about creativity, how God created us to be imitators of Him, and different styles of creativity.  It 

went along well with the theme of our Summer Bible Camp program, “Maker Fun Factory”.  

     September 10 we will be going back to our regularly scheduled Sunday School classes and programs.  

At our 9 am service we will split into four different classes: Preschool, Kindergarten-1st Grade, 2nd-3rd 

Grade, and 4th-5th Grade.  Our classes will be using the second year of our Dwell Curriculum.  Dwell is 

published by Faith Alive Resources.  For more information on Dwell, visit  

http://dwell.faithaliveresources.org/about-dwell.html  or contact Nathan Wagner. 

     At our 11 am service we are beginning a new curriculum and format for our Children’s Program.  

Children will still stay in service until after the Children’s Message and then will be dismissed to a 

Preschool-5th Grade program.  We will be using the Curriculum DIG IN,  which is specially designed to 

be used with multiple age groups of children in the same classroom.  This year we will be studying the 

life of Jesus.  DIG IN is published by Group Publishing.  For more information on DIG IN please visit, 

https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in.do or 

contact Nathan Wagner.   

     The last two years Children’s Ministry has hosted a midweek program called Family Night.  The 

program was focused on helping bring families together to get to know each other better, learn how to 

study the Bible, and learn about God together as a family.  Family Night will not be returning this fall 

for several reasons.  We recognize that it’s hard for families to make a commitment to a midweek 

program every week, but we still believe it’s important to foster community and help families learn 

about God together.  So instead of Family Night, Children’s Ministry is focused on starting Family 

Community Groups this fall.  Children’s Ministry will be working on helping set up new family groups, 

and providing groups with some curriculum and studies.  If you are interested in being a part of a 

family group or if you want more information, please sign up on the Family Community Groups page 

under Children’s Ministry on the church website.   

     Finally, Children’s Ministry is looking for ways to get more involved in the community and especially 

looking into the area of children’s sports.  If you want to be a part of this conversation and help guide 

how our ministry reaches out into the community, there is a survey you can take part in on the church 

website under our Children’s Ministry page.   

     Thanks so much for your help and involvement with children at NCPC and we look forward to what 

God has for us in the coming year.   
 

In Christ, 

Nathan Wagner 

Children’s Ministry Director 
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FALL KICKOFF PARTY 

Get ready for our annual Fall Kickoff Party!  Sunday, September 10 we 

will be celebrating going back to two services and the beginning of our 

Fall schedule.  Come and enjoy Shave Ice, games, activities, and learn 

about how you can get involved at North Creek this year!  

Our activities will focus around the same theme as our new sermon 

series about Jesus’ two greatest commandments: To love God and to 

love our neighbors.  

Please bring a can of food to support our new Food Bank partnership 

with Mill Creek Food Bank. A list of needed items is at our information 

desk. 

We hope to see all of you here at NCPC as we celebrate and prepare for 

the new season! 

REMEMBER! 
 
We will be resuming regular worship 
with two Sunday services on September 
10th.  
For anyone who joined us during  
summer schedule, regular worship  
features services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.  

      

      NEW SERMON SERIES 
 

Starting September 10 we will be entering a new sermon series 
called “The Jesus Creed,” which we’ll explore a little more 
during Fall Kickoff.  
     We’ll focus on Jesus’ Great Commandments in the book of 
Mark: To “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength” 
and to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

     For Fall Kickoff, we’ll be handing out bracelets for all so that 
you can follow the commands in Scripture to “tie [these 
commandments] as symbols on your hands” and for the rest of 
the month of September we will explore those commandments 
during our services.  
     Our church has a mission statement that we are “Inviting, 
Growing, Loving” and we are excited to explore Jesus’ 
commands about the final item on the list. 
     While we will not be making heavy use of it, we do want to 
credit Scott McKnight’s book “The Jesus Creed” as the 

inspiration for our sermon title.  

FALL YOUTH RETREAT 
 

Join us for the 2017 Fall 
BRAKEAWAY Youth Retreat, September 15-
17. This year’s theme is Upon the Mountain 
at Camas Meadows Bible Camp. We will 
center our Bible stories on encountering 
God in mountaintop moments. So strap on 
yer overalls and git ready for some boot 
stomping worship, lip smacking grub, 
rootin’ tootin’ games and hanging out with 
yer good old boys and gals. Register by 
9/3. Contact Youth Ministry Director Sean 
Lian at sean@northcreekpres.org for more 
info. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012:28-34#fen-NIV-24705c
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Earlier this summer a team from NCPC traveled to Haiti to visit our sister church in the small community of Bertrand, Haiti.  
The team included Pastor Desvariste (our in country liaison), North Creek’s Pastor Kurt Helmcke, Missions Elder Mark 
Thompson, Donna Turner and Gary Turner. 
 

As in previous trips to Bertrand our main focus was to listen and learn from our 
Haitian partners about their future potential and how we can come along side to 
support their leadership, their community, their abilities and utilize their resources 
more fully. Back in 2012, our first trip, we discovered a closed school with no student 
and now there is a thriving school for over 250 students and their committed 
teachers due to the support of NCPC and committed individual donors. 
 

During the trip the team witnessed the destructive impact of Hurricane Matthew 
(Fall 2016) and the subsequent recovery in the 
community with a new school building and a 
new roof on their church. This was made 
possible with hard work of the people of 
Bertrand, contributions from NCPC and mission 

work from several other churches from Washington State.  The recovery progress is 
substantial but much remains to be done. 
 

On this trip we were able to provide 100 sustainable 
feminine hygiene kits and related training. The kits were 
made and provided by our friends from Bellevue Christian 
Reformed Church.  
 

The leaders of Bertrand expressed a desire to begin a micro-loan program that would help 
members of the community start businesses that will provide for their families and strengthen 
the local economy.  Initial planning happened in Haiti and details continue to progress 
 

The trip concluded with spirited, praise-filled worship led by joyful song of church ministry groups 
and the preaching of Pastor Kurt followed by fellowship and a meal 
at the home of a church family that nurtured the ongoing relationship 
between North Creek and our sister church in Haiti.  

 
Want to Help? 
 

Pray - Life is very difficult in Bertrand. There is little food, 
conditions are harsh and work is hard to find. They ask above all that 
we would pray for their community to be spiritually alive. 
 

Give Annually or Monthly -Make your checks out to NCPC, on 
memo line note: Haiti. Your moneys will help with the ongoing 
running of the school, food, teacher’s salaries, books, uniforms, etc. 
 

Join NCPC’s Team Haiti here at home. We meet 3rd Tues of Oct., Jan, April and July at the 
Turners. It’ll be a time of prayer, planning and of course, food! 
 

Join us as we visit Bertrand again- dates are Jan 24-30, 
2018.  Please contact Gary at garyeturner1972@gmail.com, 
(206) 604-5771 for a trip application and more information. 
Especially looking for some knowledge of French and an 
interest in ongoing support of this community. 
  
Save the Date!  
October 1st please plan on attending an All-Church Soup Supper Presentation/
Fundraiser. Learn more about our trip, future plans and together we will celebrate what 
God is doing in Bertrand 
 

Come visit us at NCPC Christmas Boutique Oct 19,20 and 21. You’ll find many great 
items for Christmas giving made by Haitian parents desiring to provide for their 
families. It’s a win win situation! 

 

Heartfelt thanks for the support of North Creek Presbyterian Church and many individual supporters. Our Haitian friends are 
moving forward as “we mutually encourage each other in our faith” Romans 1:11 

Donna Turner after training girls 
about Days for Girls Hygiene Kits  

Mark Thompson  and the Haiti team 
 listen & learn 

Newly completed hurricane proof  church  
roof  (back of church) 

A “candied peanut” businesswoman 
ready to sell at market 

Clean water thanks to some NCPC financial help 
and the initiative of the people of  Bertrand  

mailto:garyeturner1972@gmail.com
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Fixing The Foundation of Faith 
A Class Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation 
 

Sunday mornings, 10:45-11:45 am 
September 17 — November 12 

 
A 500th Anniversary deserves to be celebrated!  Here at NCPC, an experienced teaching team has been 

assembled to guide our congregation in digging into the history of the Reformation to explore how it 

might provide a solid foundation for living today.  The questions raised by the reformers remain critical 

for the church today: What – or who – is our ultimate authority? What does it mean to be saved? What 

does a faithful life look like? 

 

We will feature a brand-new documentary, This Changed Everything: 500 Years of the Reformation.  It 

covers the history of the Reformation and its aftermath and offers critical analysis about its relation to 

important issues facing the church today. Over twenty historians, theologians, and clergy contribute 

their expert commentary. 

 

Here’s the schedule: 

 

September 17 Justification: What makes us right with God? 

September 24 Eternal Destiny: Where are we headed, and how do we get there? 

October 1  A Solid & Simple Foundation: Grace, Faith, & Scripture Alone 

October 8  Worship & Communion: How should we honor God? 

October 15  Church & State: Balancing Powers 

October 22  Religious Liberty: How far should freedoms go? 

October 29  Roman Catholic Reforms: Shared Spirituality 

November 5  Calvin’s Conviction: Reformed Basics 

November 12  Christian Unity in a Divided Church 

 

Join us and strengthen your faith foundation this fall!  Sign up online under the adults and families tab 

or at church on Sunday morning. 

http://www.northcreekpres.org/adults-families/group-life/?view=mobile
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God’s Glory “Eclipses” Our Expectations 

The recent solar eclipse occurred during the middle of our weekly 

Prayer Ministry meeting and the four old members had the “been there 

- done that” attitude toward the eclipse.  Our youngest member had 

brought a pair of approved eclipse viewing glasses she offered to share 

so we walked out to just take a peek. WOW!  After each of the four had 

a look and was duly impressed with God’s majesty we insisted the 

office staff join us while someone listened for the phones. Soon Pastor 

Kurt joined us with a cereal box viewer which we again passed around. 

Then we noticed the wall of our church became God’s “movie screen”  

as it was covered with hundreds of glowing crescents created by light from the sun being filtered by the trees.  

And then the parking lot was covered with glowing crescents and they all rotated in unison. Soon all church 

business seemed to stop as we fellowshipped about the Lord's perfect planning and handiwork. So maybe less 

work was accomplished Monday morning. Or was that God’s plan all along? 

Prayer Ministry                                     

North Creek High School Partnership 
 

This month a new high school begins operation a mere 3.3 miles 

from our church campus in North Bothell.  Not only do we share 

the same name – North Creek – but we also share a similar 

mission: to serve the families of the North Bothell Community, 

one of the fastest growing regions in our state. 

 

We’ve been invited to help the school staff get things started 

this month.  Volunteer opportunities are already available! At 

our first partnership day, we accomplished twice the work 

expected, and we’re excited to keep up the good work at our 

next one:  

• Friday, September 1st – a crew of 10 people from NCPC 

assisted the office staff in welcoming students to the campus for 

the first time during the “Back-to-School Fair.” 

 

If you would like to be a part of this opportunitiy to represent our mission of loving our neighbor at North Creek High 

School, sign up online: http://www.northcreekpres.org/#/mission-outreach/new-nchs-partnership 

North Creek High School Office Manager Linda Duncan 
 (far right) with NCPC volunteer crew 

http://www.northcreekpres.org/#/mission-outreach/new-nchs-partnership
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NCPC Stephen Ministers are excited to announce an upcoming  Introductory Workshop presented by Nanette Dost 
from the St. Louis Stephen Ministry headquarters staff.  Over 1000 churches from the northern region of Western 
Washington are invited to send representatives to learn what Stephen Ministry is about. The Workshop is 
Saturday, September 23 from 9:00am – 1:00pm. Check-in, on-site registration, and light refreshments begin 
at 8:00am. 
 

This is the second year for North Creek to host the 
workshop. In 2013 over 60 people attended. It was a 
joyful event to witness the need of congregations and 
the ministry of Stephen Ministers. 
If you are interested in finding out what Stephen 
Ministry is and what Stephen Ministers do, you are 
invited to join us. There is no charge for those attending 
from North Creek. However, we do ask that you please 
let us know so we have adequate materials available. If 
you have questions about the workshop or to register 
on the NCPC website or contact LeAnn Venn at  
425-239-8144. 

Stephen Ministry 

SESSION 1: Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief 

Sample the quality of Stephen Minister training firsthand 

Develop grief ministry skills you can put to use right away 

 

SESSION 2: An Introduction to Stephen Ministry 

Explore the life-changing value of this ministry 

Discover how to bring Stephen Ministry to your congregation 

 

SESSION 3: How to Care in a Distinctively Christian Way 

Learn to integrate faith into everyday caring and relating  

Experience the Christ-centered nature of Stephen Ministry  

http://www.renewalminnw.org/
http://northcreekpres.org/form.php?pageID=179&view=mobile

